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that a minimum of energy was expended with the maximum
result. Remedial exercises were given every hour. They were
taught the structure and handling of machines, and how to
read blue-prints. The general education helped to train intelli-
gent workers who had general knowledge of the sciences which
formed the basis of their industry. They also studied Russian
language and literature. Physical culture is compulsory in all
educational institutions. In their leisure the students worked in
the innumerable circles which are part of every Soviet institution.
They learnt to express themselves in art, music, drama, and
dancing. The factory apprentice schools spread very rapidly.
Before the Revolution they were non-existent. By 1923
there were 50,000 pupils in the schools. In 1929 the number
grew to 168,000. In 1932 there were 1,177,000 pupils, in 3,000
schools. Their contribution to the fulfilment of the First Five-
Year Plan was 450,000 workers.
The very complete education given in the factory apprentice
schools had in time an unexpected result. Numbers of pupils
became so interested in academic learning, which had been made
possible to them for the first time, that on completing the course
they entered higher education institutes instead of going into
the factory. It looked as though the purpose for which the
factory apprentice schools were created might be defeated. The
Government considered the situation serious, and in 1933 issued
a decree reorganising the factory apprentice schools IB harmony
with the developments in the country.
The rapid spread of seven-year schools played an important
pairt in their decision. All children in industrial centres were by
then receiving a seven years' education. There was therefore no
need for the factory apprentice schools to give so much time to
general education. The need for skilled workers was stifl B*gm&
The Government therefore fixed the period of traiaiag im tibe
factory apprentice schools from six months to one year.
majfor share of the time, five to six hours a day, was
training for industry* wiufe academic education was jjffwm two
fa> three homs a day.